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Dear Association Members, 

The Spring of 2012 brings us high water levels on Round Lake which is welcome relief to 

the low levels of the past.  I am pleased to report that the Association continues to work 

with the County and DNR to develop a future Lake Management Plan.  Water management 

is a complicated matter for Round Lake with the added challenge of never knowing for sure 

what Mother Nature will do.  We are fortunate to have experienced ample snow and rain 

during the past 6 months which returned the lake to historic levels.   It appears that the 

county is able to provide the financial resources for a new dam which is yet undetermined 

in terms of size and function.  Our special lake level “task force” has been strategizing with 

the County and DNR about a simulation or temporary dam plan for this season.  The idea 

is to create a model of the anticipated permanent facility and test it for a season to observe 

how it functions.  This is the current strategy and your Board will keep you informed as the 

Lake Management Plan proceeds. 

The milfoil issue remains a top priority for the Board.  We are committed to an annual plan 

of eradicating this weed from our lake.  Each year we target all known infestations of mil-

foil with chemicals to kill this weed.  But, unfortunately, this plant has a way of rejuvenat-

ing itself in our lake every year.  As a result, the milfoil problem is a permanent issue that 

must be funded every year.  As a Lake Association we must develop an endowment type of 

funding process to make sure adequate financial resources are available to control this 

stubborn weed.  Your Board is considering ways to accomplish this and will keep you ad-

vised. 

The chemical treatments of the milfoil were changed last year due to the better than typical 

Ph of our lake.  Typical chemicals used in the average Wisconsin lake were not 100% effec-

tive in Round Lake.  So we tried a different chemical last year which was very effective and, 

of course, more expensive.  So the milfoil expense was exceptionally high and will remain so 

with the use of the recommended treatment.  Our current cash flow does not support this 

higher cost so the idea of a permanent funding source as a separate taxing district may be 

needed sooner than later. 

Please consider getting involved in the Lake Association leadership.  Since we have altered 

nature with development, we must be custodians of the implications caused by development 

which requires an active and responsible Lake Association. 

Thank you for your involvement and financial support.  Your Board will continue to look 

out for the protection of Round Lake. 

Best Regards,  Bob Strachota  President 

               Letter from the President 

Spring 2012 

What’s Inside 

www.roundthelake.com 

 

Round Lake Marina specializes in Dock & Lift Sales & Service. 

We sell Pier Pleasure,  Shoremaster & Shorestation docks and lifts.  

Celebrating our 28th year in business. 



Sawyer County, the DNR, the Osprey Lake Property Own-

ers Association and our taskforce have continued to work 

over the recent months in pursuit of a solution for manage-

ment of the water levels in the Round Lake watershed.  

Several proposals have been offered by the various parties, 

and each has been fairly considered.  To date however there 

have been no decisions made regarding a plan. 

The County recently contracted with the engineering com-

pany Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc. (SEH) to do the engi-

neering work required to replace the current bridge/dam at 

Carlson Road which they have determined to be necessary 

due to the age and deterioration of the structure. The fun-

damental design elements of this structure are not yet fully 

determined and the parties continue to collaborate to find a 

solution acceptable to all. 

Sawyer County Hosts “All Hands” Meeting 

We attended a meeting on March 1 held by the County’s 

Round Lake Task Force to review the status of their plans. 

This meeting was also attended by representatives from 

SEH, the DNR, Osprey Lake Property Owners Association, 

and the LCO Tribe. We learned at this meeting that, while 

there is not unanimous agreement on all aspects of a plan, 

there do not seem to be irresolvable points of disagreement. 

One significant point on which all parties clearly agree is 

that the requirement specified in the Public Safety Com-

mission’s 1941 Order obligating the County to maintain the 

water level within a few inches of normal (i.e. elevation 77.0 

local datum, 1344.75’ NAVD88 datum*) is not attainable 

given the physical characteristics of the watershed. There-

fore, the 1941 Order must be modified or vacated to elimi-

nate that issue. 

At the meeting, we stated the basic view of the RLPOA Wa-

ter Level Committee to be: 

We believe that the target water level should be 1344.75’ - 

1345.00’ (NAVD88). This level provides safe and easy ac-

cess to the lake, allows safe navigation by power boats, and 

supports a healthy eco system. 

When the water level falls below 1345.0’, we want to retain 

as much water for as long as possible while still complying 

with the Wisconsin statute that requires maintaining a 

base flow through the Carlson Road Dam. 

When the water level exceeds 1345.0’ we want to maximize 

the outflow through the Carlson Road Dam and the entire 

downstream system, including Osprey Lake and Osprey 

Creek to and beyond highway NN, to restore the water level 

to the target range as quickly as possible thus minimizing 

the potential for damage due to flooding and erosion. 

We believe the 1941 Order should be modified to reflect the 

reality that the water level cannot be managed to the maxi-

mum specified in the order. However, we believe that that 

responsibility and accountability for monitoring and man-

aging obstructions within the system that impact water 

levels and flow rates should remain with the county. 

We believe that these goals can be best achieved with a 

notched weir incorporated into the new structure. 

Fixed Weir Simulation at Carlson Road Dam 

In order to gain a clear and common understanding of the 

impact of a permanent notched weir at the site of the Carl-

son Road Dam, we are conducting a simulation that will 

continue until ice up a the end of 2012. This project is a 

cooperative effort among RLPOA, Sawyer County, the Wis-

consin DNR and Osprey Lake Property Owners Association. 

It is being funded in part by a grant from the DNR. 

Shortly after the ice went out, we installed a temporary 

notched weir with an overtop elevation of approximately 

1345.0’ in the stop log bays of the existing Carlson Road 

Dam. To allow base flow in compliance with the statute, 

there is a trapezoidal shaped notch in the weir with a 6‐
inch long base at the sill level of the dam (1343.8’) and a 45‐
degree angle up to the crest elevation of 1345.0’. 

The many engineering studies over the years have con-

cluded that the beaver dams and other downstream ob-

structions actually control the water level on Round, Little 

Round and Osprey lakes. We concur and expect the water 

levels on all three lakes to be approximately the same 

(Osprey Lake is expected to be slightly lower reflecting the 

slight hydraulic gradient between the Carlson Road dam 

and Osprey Lake).  We expect the simulation to demon-

strate to the satisfaction of all interested parties that the 

weir does not materially change the long term water levels 

in any of the lakes as long as the beaver dams and other 

obstructions currently in place remain intact. It is possible 

that, if we have a significant rain event, the water level on 

Round Lake may rise to a level higher than the level of Os-

prey Lake before draining over time to a situation where 

the levels are again approximately the same. 

The primary benefit of the simulation will be the ability to 

monitor and document the results over a long period of time 

and, hopefully, a wide range of precipitation patterns.  With 

this information, we are hopeful that all of the constituen-

cies can learn and become comfortable with the idea that a 

notched weir incorporated into the new structure will not 

adversely affect their interests, while optimizing the water 

levels of Round and Little Round Lakes. 

As part of the project we are also going to survey all the 

major control structures and water level gauges within the 

system to tie them all together and to ensure that we have 

accurate gauges on Round, Little Round and Osprey Lakes. 

We believe the data and information this project will pro-

vide will be extremely helpful in shaping the final plans for 

the new structure at Carlson Road. We look forward to re-

porting the results to you. 

* The actual language of the 1941 Order is “that Sawyer 

County shall maintain Round and Little Round Lakes at 

the normal elevation of 77.0 feet (Local Datum) at all times 

when a sufficient water supply exists and during freshets 

and heavy run-off to prevent the water levels from rising 

above 77.25 feet”.  
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Water Level Management Update — Jim Purdin and Tom Wolf 
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With the record early ice out, I'm sure everyone is excited to 

begin another great summer on the lakes.  The water qual-

ity committee has has been working throughout the winter 

to finish up last year's work and prepare for another sum-

mer of activity. 

 

Our main focus last year was dealing with the Eurasian 

water milfoil problem.  A new treatment program was im-

plemented using a different chemical who's efficacy is not 

effected by the high PH level of the lakes.  The result was a 

dramatic improvement in the effectiveness of the treatment.  

I'm sure anyone who spent much time on the lake noticed 

less milfoil in the water. 

 

Twenty acres were treated last year at a cost of $22,566. In 

addition to this amount, the association incurred expenses 

for the work that Dan Tyrolt performed and two summer 

employees that were hired to work on the clean boats pro-

gram.  The clean boats employees were stationed at the Lin-

den Road and Round Lake Marina landings.  They educated 

boaters about the need to inspect and remove all weeds from 

their boats/trailers and drain live-wells and boat bilge as a 

way to prevent the spread of AIS to other waters of the 

state.  The total cost to support these activities was $31, 

551. 

 

I'm pleased to report, due the volunteer efforts of our shore-

line observers and other members of the  association, the 

complete amount was reimbursed through the AIS grant 

that was awarded to the association in 2010.  I would like to 

thank everyone for there efforts last year.  There is about 

$10,000 in remaining funds from the grant that the associa-

tion will have available for expenses in 2012.  The water 

quality committee does intend to submit a new grant appli-

cation, which if approved would cover the 2013 to 2016 time 

frame.  Members should be aware that there is a potential 

that the grant request could be denied. In that case, the 

board will have to seek other funding alternatives including  

additional support from members of the association beyond 

the annual dues. 

 

For 2012, based on milfoil observations from last year, Dan 

Tyrolt has identified 11 acres of water for milfoil treatment 

this year: 10 acres on Round lake and one on Little Round.  

This is a huge reduction in acreage when compared to last 

year and is estimated to cost $13,000.  Given the current 

balance available in the grant, the association will need to 

pay for the remaining $3,000.  This amount assumes that 

the clean waters program will not be funded in 2012.  The 

grant agreement currently in effect calls for completion of 

the program in 2012.  The water committee will work with 

the WDNR to determine the necessary course of action. 

 

The treatment date for 2012 is dictated by the water tem-

perature of the lakes.  With the early ice out and warm 

weather, treatment will probably occur some time in May.  

Traditionally, the application of chemicals has occurred in 

June.  The treatment maps will be posted on the association 

web site roundthelake.com as soon as they are complete.  

Also, signs will be posted along the shoreline in the immedi-

ate vicinity of the treatment areas during the treatment 

process. 

 

Thanks again to everyone who helped last year and welcome 

aboard Tom Kitzinger, who is co-chairing the committee 

with me.  Tom and I will be contacting our lake shore ob-

servers and getting everything ready to go for 2012.  Volun-

teers are always welcome.  Become involved and make our 

lake community a better place. 

 

See you on the water. 

 

Dan Kollodge 

dankollodge(at)comcast.net 

(651) 714-1340 

Water Quality Committee UpdateñDan Kollodge 

Round The Lake Google Group 

If you would like periodic updates on the RLPOA, and 

news about what is going on around the lake, you can ask 

to join the Round The Lake Google Group.  You will need a 

Google ID—which can be based on ANY kind of email ad-

dress.  Request membership at:   

   http://groups.google.com/group/round-the-lake. 

To help us avoid SPAM, please describe your relationship 

to Round Lake in the request.  A note to the group is deliv-

ered to all members.  Every email contains the option to 

unsubscribe, and the emails of the recipients are all hid-

den. 

mailto:dankollodge@comcast.net
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Round Lake—History 

Round Lake is one of the top lakes in 

Sawyer County Wisconsin. It has a 

surface water area of 3064 acres. The 

max depth on Round Lake is 73 feet. If 

you're into fishing, you'll find a variety 

of species in the lake including Blue-

gill (Sunfish), Crappie, Largemouth 

Bass, Muskellunge, Northern Pike, 

Smallmouth Bass and Walleye.  

The Town of Round Lake was cre-

ated in 1913 from detached portions 

of the then existing Towns of Hay-

ward and Lenroot. The first town 

meeting was held on July 7, 1913.  

The first white settlers (about 1784) 

to the area were French fur traders 

who wintered near Lac Courte 

Oreilles. At that time the Ottawa 

Indians (close relatives to the 

Ojibwas) inhabited the area. The 

major waterways of the Namekagon 

and Chippewa rivers allowed for 

easy travel around the entire region. 

Travelers down the Namekagon 

could reach the St. Croix and Missis-

sippi rivers without portages. The 

Chippewa was used to go north to 

the Bad River and eventually to 

Lake Superior with a difficult port-

age at Glidden.  

Fur trading was prominent in the 

area until 1839 when the first saw-

mill was constructed near Chippewa 

Falls. There were 50 logging camps 

in Sawyer County during the peak 

years of 1880-1890. The last log 

drive was made down the Chippewa 

River in 1917. Sawyer County was 

created on March 9, 1853.  

Source: 

http://www.townofroundlakewi.org/  

RPLOA Financial Status Cash Accounting 

 12 Months Ending 12 Months Ending 

 31-Dec-10 31-Dec-11 

Statement of Income (unaudited) (unaudited) 

Contributions   

Membership Fees                        9,220                            9,350  

Milfoil Fund                        8,175                            7,495  

Sponsorships                           250                                     -  

Grants                                 -                         15,739  

Miscellaneous                                 -                                  20  

Water Level Defense                           100                                     -  

Donations                                 -                               500  

Total Income                  17,745                         33,104  

   

Expenses   

Auto & Truck Expense                                 -                               104  

Accounting & Legal                           300                               325  

Advertising                              59                                     -  

Bank Charges                              65                                  58  

Crib Expense                        2,000                                     -  

Dues & Subscriptions                           410                               416  

Insurance - Business                           956                               956  

Licenses & Permits                           365                                  32  

Marina Dredging                        1,000                                     -  

Meals & Meetings                                 -                                  33  

Milfoil Expense                     12,814                         27,680  

Newsletters                        1,119                            1,393  

Office Supplies                           269                                     -  

Postage                        1,251                            1,395  

Sub Contract Labor                        6,420                            7,750  

Supplies                           277                                     -  

Telephone                              51                                     -  

Water Level Defense Ex-
pense                     26,845                            4,067  

Total                     54,201                         44,207  

   

Operating Income (Loss)                      (36,456)                      (11,103) 

Interest Income                              158                                  56  

   

Net Income (Loss)                      (36,298)                      (11,047) 

   

Cash Balances   

General Fund                     21,479                         10,093  

Milfoil Fund                        4,617                            8,123  

Defense Fund                        3,166                                     -  

Tangible Assets                     29,262                         18,215  

http://www.townofroundlakewi.org/
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Water Safety  by Jack Gardner 

No matter how nice the winter was or how great this 

spring is, I am still looking forward to summer.  My family 

hopes you have a great time this summer. I have here a lot 

of notes I have collected over the winter and hope you find 

them helpful. 

The buoys will be in place by Memorial weekend. These 

buoys are the property of the RLPOA and are very expen-

sive to replace.  We have found a lot of damage on the ones 

at the mouth of Hinton bay. If anyone is a witness to any-

one damaging or moving any of the buoys, call the warden 

and me. Jack Gardner 715-699-1551. 

If you have an inflatable PFD it must be worn while you 

are in the boat. If you do not it will not be counted as a 

PFD and you could be one short and in violation of the law 

having one PFD per boater. 

Boats used in Wisconsin waters must be registered: 

¶ If the boat has any kind of motor ( gas or electric ) 

¶ If it is a sailboat over 12 feet long. 

¶ If another state is the state of primary use, but the 

boat in Wisconsin for 60 days. 

Canoes do not have to be registered unless they are motor-

ized or with a sail. I believe a kayak with a sail would have 

to be registered. Check with the DNR to be safe. 

As boaters we might not be aware that a recall has been 

issued on our boat, motor, or trailer. Sometimes these re-

calls are issued several years after purchase. I have found 

a website that lists all the Marine recalls. It might be a 

good idea for you to check it. Google: Coast Guard Office of 

Boating Safety-Boating Safety Resource center-Recalls and 

Safety Defects. It is not organized in the best fashion so 

just slog thru it. Your manufacturer could be listed several 

times in various locations. Remember this was organized 

by our Federal Government so what do you expect? 

ETHANOL Another great federal government idea. It has 

been about ten years since we started buying E10. We 

should be passed the problems of ethanol being an excel-

lent solvent and cleaner, resulting in clogged fuel filters. 

Unfortunately E10 has another side effect which can be 

very costly. This was pointed out to me by a friend who 

purchased a new 27’ deck boat with an I/O engine. He 

spent $3500 trying to fix the problems E10 caused him. 

Gasoline E0 or E10 left in fuel tanks over the winter can 

collect moisture thru condensation. The chance of conden-

sation is most likely in tanks left partially full. You can 

minimize your chances of this happening if you empty the 

tank or fill the tank to 95%. You want to leave a little 

room for expansion as the weather warms. You have to 

realize most tanks today are plastic and as such expand 

and contract with the weather. This causes the tanks to 

breath like your lungs, bring in moisture which then con-

denses. With E10 we have a phenomenon known as phase 

separation which occurs when moisture builds up in a 

tank over an inactive period such as our winter storage 

season. This is what caused the damage and the expense 

to my friend’s boat.  Once you have this problem the only 

solution is to pump out and dispose of that fuel. Every 

engine manufacturer states there is not a chemical on the 

market that can reverse this separation. 

To summarize my suggestion would be to fill or empty the 

tank at storage, then treat the fuel with whatever storage 

additive you are comfortable with. 

The Wisconsin DNR has hired Mr. Max Wolter to serve as 

the new fishery biologist for Sawyer County. Max grew up 

in Chippewa Falls and spent his summers as a kid fishing 

the waters near Cable. He graduated with honors from 

the University of Wisconsin. While doing post graduate 

work at the University of Illinois, he worked on studies of 

pan fish and coordinated the work of Dr. David Wahl on 

the long term Muskellunge stock evaluation study. The 

RLPOA welcomes him to our area. 



Membership Report 
Potential Membership: .....................635 

Paid Members for 2012  ...................  67 

Paid Members as of  12/31/2011: .....360 

Record year of 2007: .........................405 
 

NOTE: 

The numeral after your name on the address 

label is the year thru which you are currently 

paid — i.e. '11 means paid thru 2011, and you 

have not yet paid for 2012.  If there is no nu-

meral behind your name it means you have 

NEVER paid since we have been keeping re-

cords.  Please consider supporting the RLPOA.   

WHY JOIN?  We need your assistance to deal 

with these major problems:  

1. Milfoil eradication 

2. Water level and proposed Carlson Rd. dam 

3. Fishing habitat  

RLPOA Board of Directors 

Bob Strachota  ···························· President 

Jim Purdin ·························· Vice President 

Dan Kollodge ······························ Secretary 

 ······························ Co-chair Water Quality 

Tom Wolf  ···································Treasurer 

Tom Kintzinger  ······· Co-chair Water Qaulity 

Jack Gardner ················ Chair Water Safety 

Alan Reinemann ······· Chair Fish Committee 

Bob Sosnowski  ·············· Chair Membership 

Bill Cadogan ·············································  
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We have numerous opportunities to be involved 

in the work of the Association to protect and en-

hance our lake.  Please let any board member 

know if you can help.  You are the primary re-

source we have to maintain our lake quality. 

RLPOA Website: 

http://www.roundthelake.com 

Round Lake Property Owners Association Inc. Membership Application 

I am interested in helping one of the following committees: 

___ Government Awareness ___ Water Quality 

___ Water Safety ___ Membership 

___ Fish ___ Newsletter 

2012 Membership Dues:  $25  (Due Feb. 1 of each year)  

  

 Enclosed are my dues of $25 

for calendar year 2012 

Enclosed is my additional con-

tribution of $25 for the milfoil 

fund. 

Total Enclosed:  $  

Make checks payable to RLPOA 

 

Please mail to:  

Round Lake Property Owners  

    Association 

P.O. Box 1070 

Hayward WI  54843 

Name 

Address 

Join RLPOA Help protect YOUR lake . 

 

Phone 

Email 

http://www.roundthelake.com


Round Lake Property Owners Association  

P.O. Box 1070  

Hayward, WI 54843-4048 

Round Lake Property Owners Association 

Spring Meeting: June 9, 2012 

9:00 AM 

Round Lake Town Hall 

On County A 

 
Please support your lake association and the quality of 

your lake. 


